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and all the goodlineſs thereof is as the flower of the fie 
The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth : becauſe the Spirit of the 
© Lord bloweth upon it : ſurely the people is graſs. Iſai. 40. 6, 7 4 
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To the Honourable Aliſſines Pierrepont Wi. 
dow to the hte Honourable Francis. _ 
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 T was at your defire that thefe Sermon 
= were preached.and it isthrough your 
PR, continued commanding importuni- 
Kg ty that they appear in public + our 
backwardneſſe hereunto is very. well 
 -- known _— which yet procced- 
ed not from any want of refpect either to your ſelf, 
ox your deceaſed Huſband: (whole Memory we do, 
andever ſhall honour) but from rhe ſenfe of our own 
weakneſle and unworthineſſe', and-an unwilling- 
neſle to renew your grief, fearing leſt every review 
of theſe Sermons, __ proveas afrefh tenting of 
that wound, which che lofs of: fonear arid:dear a re 
lation hath made in your heart. But our reſpeGts both 
to your deceaſed Rufband, ' mid toyour- felf, from 
both whom. we have received fomany ingaging fa« 
vours, asalſa your own moſtearneſtdefire that theſe 
Sermons might be'printed; have filenced all our Ob. 
jeftions, and prevailed wich ws'to- the publiſhing of 
them, which we now humbly dedioare untoyor, 
knowing none that have a greiter right unto them 
than your ſelf, by reafon of your moſtneer relation; 
and dear affe&tion, untohim at whofe Firyeril they 
were preached. | | 
Mailam, Weare very (cnſibleboth-ef your and our 
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great loſs. The Lord teach and help both you and 
s, to find and'\make up that in God, which we have 
oltin the- Creature.” The preſent duty which this 
diſpenſation of Providence calls for, is the eying of 
od ir it,1a ſibmiffion unto, and due improvement 
of it, that you oy htar the Rod, and him that appoints 
" FRE. ONE ON) inte. '., ; 
And it any thing in theſePlain Serm5s may fur- 
ther you, or any otherin the like condition, to the 
rformance of this duty (which through Gods bleſ- 
ng we hope. a may, we ſhall rejoyce and be 
thankful upto-God.. | | 
The. former acquaints you with' Mars Y anity in his 
beſt Eſtate, which leſſon God hath been many wayes, 
and ſor 6yong time teaching of you 3 Firſt, by taking 
away. diverſe of your dear Children: from - you in 
their tender years,and now your more dear Huſband 
ia his beſt. E/tate; according to the ſenfe'of the ſal: 
2/t. i: $ure God would by theſe Providences knock 
' off your Hands and takeoff your Heart from the 
Creature, Endeavour to make this uſe of them, to 
get a more! weaned Heart from the world; and all 
hoſe Creature-enjoyments God hath yetleft you It 
1s true indeed you have cauſe to ſay with Job, Have 
ity upon me, have pitywpon me O ye my Friends, forthe 
" Hand of the Lord hath touched me. Yet withall, you 
have ſtill cauſe to acknowledge, that in the midſt of 
Wrath, :God hath remembred Mercy ; in a peacea- 
ble ſetling your worldly affairs, to contenrand ſa- 
tisfaction, and yet more, in his hitherto ſparingand 
continuing unto you the life of your now onely ſur- 
viving Daughter Mrs. Winifred Pierrepont, a living 
Branch of your deceaſed Huſband. Our Prayer is,and 
ſhall be, that God would ſeaſon her young and = 
er 


der Heart with Grace, and that he would lengthen 
herlife, that ſhe may live to bean inſtrument of his 
glory,and a comfort unto you and her relations. Arid 
our Humble Advice to you, in order hereunto is, 
That you would take heed leſt you ſet your Heart 
too much upon her 3 you cannot love her too well, 
but you may love her too much : and ſtrong affe&ti- 
ons towards Creatures, do uſually-make way for 
ſtrong afflitions. Eee therefore that you place not 
too much of happineſle in her,or any otherCreature, 
but make God your portion, and while you uſe 
Creatures of which God hath vouchſafed you plen« 
ty, be ſure you enjoy God - and labour after an E- 
ſtate that is better than Mans beſt Eſtate, whether 4- 
taral , Civil, or Moral. | 

he latter Sermon, preſents you with thegain and 
advantage of Uprightneſe, and Sincerity of Heart, 
andmay lerveas a Cordial to Gods People under the 
greateſt preſent preſures of trouble and affliction , 
which they are exerciſed with ; affuriog them of a 
calm Evening alter aſtormy Day, and that though 
they have ſorrow here, yet they ſhall find joy and 
reſt at laſt, tn their Fathers Houſe and Saviours Bo» 
fome. We hope God hath given you this VUprogbr- 
acſſe of Heart, and prayy that he: would give you 
that peace and comfort which he hath' promiſed to 
it, Labour more and more to abuund in this Grace : 
See that Uprightreſſe animate all your performances, 
Profeſſions, and Practices : Let Uprightneſe be your 
way, and Peace ſhall be your end. - Which that it 
may be, 1s the humble and earneſt prayer of | 


Madan 


Tour Honours moſt obliged Servants, 


John Whitlock. 
William Reynolds. 
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ERRAT 4 in Firſt Sermon. 


Te p, 10:1.10, for be read being, in p.19.1.15. for ot read to. 
' In Second Sermon. 


In p.3 1.3.for diligent, read diligently, p. 5. 1. 25. add be before vertue, 
.12.1-26. add ſo before 2 Kings,p. 19.1. 5. add your before Þ ». 19.15. 
this, rea his; p 21. 1 2. ſor neither, read wither, p. 23:1... g. dele8.p. 
24.1. 24-for caring, r- carying, p.25.1. 30. add called before a rue hearr,gyc. 
p. 25-1.32-add their before hearts, p. 28.1.6. r. purifying, p. 28.1. 28,dele own, 
28.1 34-add the before doors, P. 31-1. 10. add have before had, 'p. 35-1. 9. 
or green, r.greeneſs, p.35.1.33. for incipit, r. incipis, p- 37. 1. 14. for Diabilo, 
r. Diabolo, p-38.1.14.d<{le be, p.38.1.22. add &F que, after proavos, 


In Verſes. 


. Second Copy, p-2.v.11. for brigbe, r. bright, ibid. v. 3o. read Country, in 
faurch Copy in the Latige Verles, v, 13; for refrgront;, 5. relligionis, in the 
Kngliſh Copy, t.2.v.21.for Seplchrall, r. Sepulchral!. Ibid. v. 32. r.power, 
in Mr. Picherings Coppy; v.13. r. Elegie, Mr. Grants Coppy, p. 2: v.10. for 
javite, 7. indites. C, Cop. v, 18. Yeoh 85,. Mr, Sti/langffees Cop. p. 2.v. 
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Tothetruly Honoured ROBEAT 
PIEREPONT,Efquire, the 


only Son and Heir; And to M®. Fraxces 
Piereport , Eldeſt Daughter to the Honourable 
FRANCIS PIEREPONT, lately decealed. 


ESE E arc bold to preſent you with theſe two 

APALYAA SER MONS Preached at the late Fu- 

= neral of your dear Father, whoſe Me- 

y mory being (as deſervedly it ought to 
8g 


þ 
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PS bc) moſt Highly Honoured by you, We 
| doubt not but theſe Sermons devoted thereunto, will 
be very acceptable untoyou. The Lord bleſs ihe 
Reading of them to you both,and grant thatthegreat 
_ truths held forth in them, may be ſo impreſſed upon 
your hearts, as that being convinced of the former, 
namely, Mans Vavity even in his beſ# Eſbate as to this 
world, you ma __ all things ow after NG 
to wit, Goſpel-perfe@ton wprightneſs 0 t 3 
thus doing, you will live RL ly, dyc 
molt peaceably, and toalleternity live molt ha vile, 
which is the hearty Prayer of 


Your Faithful Servants in the 
Work of the Lord. 
John Whitlock, 


William Reynolds. 
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He a«nuſualneſs of having two' Sermons Preached at the 
Funeral of one Perſon, occaſions us to Preface ſomewhat 
to give thee an account thereof. That perſon of Honoar, at 
whoſe Funeral theſe Sermons were Preached, having had his rei. 
dence for ſome years, and dying in the Tawn of Nottingham, where 
he was much reſpeted and honoured, and a great part of the perſons 
invited t1 his Funeral, bring inhabitants of the ſaid Town, many of 
which were unable to attend the Herſe to the place where bu Pd 
was interred , which was at ſome conſiderable diſtance , ' and the 
Charch there too ſmall to receive ſo great a number ,, It was judged 
inex pedient, to diſmiſs ſo great a Company, as were met at bit houſe 
at Noniaghem, with a meer civil treatment, without ſome word of 
inftruttion ſuitable to ſo ſolemn an oocaſfion;, which occaſuoned the 
Preachtng of the former Sermon. As for the later Sermon, which 
mas only at ff intended, we ſhall need to give no further; account 
than thi, that it was Preached at the place where the Corps ws 
interred. Ok | Se... 
We need no leſs to apologize for our appearing in Printin this 

age, wherein the Preſs abounds with ſo many ſupernumerary Pa- 

ers. - It war with much unwillingneſs that we were induced to it, 

ut the importunity of ſome frituds (nearly related tothe Perſon de= 
ceaſed) to whom we owe very much reſpett, and our Willingneſs to 
do any thing, that might centribute to the keeping up the, memory of 
bim now dead, whom. we ſo much honoured. whilſe. living, bath at 
laſt prevailed with us, thus to appear in. publick, Ton have the 
Sermons as they were Preached, without any addition, except, that 
un the later Sermon, djvers inlargements whith were prepared to be 
delivered, but through ſtreights Prime: were nece ſſarily-then omit» 
ted, aye now adtled. 5 ich as thiy ave, wo recommend then to thy 
Reading, and to Gods bleſſing upon them *| not dovbting; batif Gol 
ſhall teach thee thoſe two main Leſſons held forth in them , (vis. ) 
Mans-Vanity, 41d Heart-Integrity, "#hey may much conduce to 
thy £7 Life, and happy Death,, Which that thry may $1 the Pray=- 
er0 | 2:4 _ 
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Thy Souls Servants, 


bid Zohn Whitlock, 
Willars Reynolds. 


TEXT. P/aim. 39.5. 


Swrely, or verily,every Manat bis beft Eftate, 5s al- 
together vanity. Selah. 


EKZAzzE read the Prophet David, in the ſecond 
BLADE and third verſes of this P/alm, ere he 
I breaks forth into that Speech, of which 

; 1 TR Text is a part, ſaying, that bis ſors 
\LBAY p row Was flirred, and that hu heart was 
hot within him. 1n like manner before 

I ſpeak to my Text, I muſt needs crave leave totefl you, 
thar upon the ſight of this great Aſſembly, congrega- 
ted to ſolemnize the Faxcral Rites of that truly Ho- 
Bourable Perſondeceaſed, I find my ſorrow fired, and 


my heart to be greatly moved within me. It is indeed He dyed the 
ſome weeks ſince, that divine providence made this ſad 3<®. of F«- 


breach amongſt us : but the wound yet is very green, *#«7. 
and the leaſt tenting of it, makes it to bleed afreſh, how 
much more ſuch a violent raking intd it as at this day ! 
and what are afew weeks, moneths, nay, I may adde 
years,to wear out thoſe deep impreſſions, which the loſs 
of a Perſonage of ſo. much honour and worth hath 
made upon the minds of many amongſt us ? | 

My beloved , Iris very well known to the moſt of 


you, that it hath neicher been mine, nor my fellow- The fereneth 


. : year is com- 
labourers praQtice,during thoſe ſeven years, which now vicar the 25, 


within ſome very few dayes , we have labouredin the z,,,,p 155g. 


word and doQrine among you, either to-Preface,or add 


any Panegyricks to the Funeral Sermons we have _ 
| calle 


The wanity of M AN, 
called toPreach , and onegreat reaſon of 'onr forþea- 
rance hath been the great abufe which we have obſer- 
ved formerly to have been hereof, it having been too 
uſual, as one ſadly complains, »t eorum vite landentur in 
EerYis, Quorum anime CrACHantur in hy vie ; and we have 
alſo obſerved, that there hath been but lictle of edifica- 
tion inthe beſt, and much of falſhood, and flattery, in 
the moſt FugexabGonmengationg. | 

Yet though we have forborn the praftice, we have 
not judged ic unlawful to givea due Teſtimony tothe 
dead, in mentioning ſuch commendable virtues, and 
praQices,as may be precedential to the Living. 

. The warrantablene(s of it, might be clearly evinced, 
* both from-what we readin Serjiprore *, as allo wbatwe 


99. find tobe iſed amongſt the Antients : who as a 


*Dr. Spurflow 


efent Divine in our Nation hath obſerved, did gft- 
times mingle the prayſes of rheir dead friends, with 
their ſorrowful mournings over them. Tt is not ſo 


= much the lawfulneſs, as the expediency of thus doing, 


which is ſo much ſcrupled. The ys miſcarriage (as 
the ſame Author expreſſech) which hath brought this 
way and prattice, both under ſuſpition, and cenſure, 
hath been the Golden commendations that fome bave be- 
ſtowed upon worrb-leſs Perſons, But Iperlwade my 
ſelf, that the eminency of worth and merit, which was 
fo reſplendent in that Honowrable Perſon whole Func 
ral vites we now ſolemnize, will cauſe, that I ſhould 
rather incurre your Cenſure, by my filencing the due 
Character that may be given of him, than your /«{pire- 
o»,by an unfeigne impartial expreflion of it. 

I ſhall not take upon me, to give you s Narrative of 
his whole life ; albeit I might Teas the warrant of a 
very good Teſtimony, and the witneſs of ſome preſent, 
to whom the whole of his converſation hath been very 
well ny ſafely ſay this of him, in reference to that 
part of his life, which was unknown to me; That his 
youth was no waye beleapred with thoſe foul vey 
price, 


ix bis beſs, ESTATE. 

rate Hxury,, prodigatity, and diſobedience to Paretitss _ 
hich are too too Common: 7 but that his buvelery, ever 
dr fty, frngality, and dmtiful obſeqmionſneſs to his Nobi 
Parents, was ſuch as is rarely paraliel'd in a: Perſoni'of 
his Birch and quality. A worthy pattern for young 
Gentlemens twitation. 
| But I ſhall paſs theſe things,and divers others I mighs 
| mention, as the ſpeaking to that Antienrand Noble Fa- 
|  mily, of which he was a Branch,this being better known 
to many amongſt you , than it can be expreſled by me. 
And I have met with what Ba/i/ obſerved in the praiſe 
of Gordizs the Aſartyy. ** It is the Cuſtom of the 
& world(ſaid he)when tliey would praiſe a man to ſpeak 
&« of his Family, to derive his Pellyres through many 
* deſcents, to open unto all his Education, parts 
< learning, and ſuch other accompliſhments: ſed Ec- 
* cleſjabec tanquam ſupervacua aimittit , the Church 
** looks only at fuch chings, which may glorifie God in 
" - Saints; and thereby do good to them that remain 
« alive. 

The brief CharaRer I ſhall give of hiuz , ( for I muſt 
be brief inall that lhave to Deliver) ſhaſl de only in 
ſuch things, which my perſonal knowledge , and the 
pun honour I do, and ſhall ever bear to his memory, 

h both warrant, and provoke me to deliver. 

To begin firſt with things relating to Religion, a due 
regard to which is the moſt radiant , and ſparkling 
Stone in the whole Ring of any ones virtues : There 
_ theſe ſeveral particulars highly commendable in 

im. | 

Firſt his conftant.attendance upon the pwblith, Oradi- 
#«nces and that not only on the Lordr-day, both Morn- 
ing and Evening , butalſo on the Week-dayes at both 
the Lettares. 

- Secondly, his conſtant frequeming the Sxeramemr of 
{ the: Lords-Swpper, in- its monethly adminiſtration's* 
mongyſt us. : I.cauy ſafely: kay, har for- theſe (ix yeals 

Pp | 


- The vatity of MAN 
eſt paſt , wherein we of this Congregation have been 
privileged with rhe enjo mel bm Ordinance, 1do 
not remember; that when he was in Town, and in per- 
feR health, heever omitted three Sacraments. 

Thirdly, his care and coſt to ſet up, and his conſtant 
attendance upon the worſhip of God in his Family : 
wherein the. Scripture was read, 'and Prayer made 
ay Evening. 

; Fourthly, hisnot only complying with endeavours 

after Reformation, in the due adminiſtration of Goſpel- 
Oramances amongſt us; but his forwardneſs unto, and 
«ttivity abourthe ſetling of. Order in the Church of 
Godin this place, of which he was not only an uſe- 
ful, and honourable member , but was pleaſed alſo 
to aCt as an officer, humbly condeſcending herein , to 
joyn himſelf with perſons far inferiour ro himſelf, in 
rank, and quality. 

Fifthly, the greatreſpe&t he boreto the Miniſters, 
and Meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt : Surely he accounted 
well of them, as the hearty welcome he gave them to 
his own houſe , his friendly going to their houſes, his 
conſtant attendance upon, tree, and bountiful encou- 
raging of them'in their labours , doth abundantly teſti- 
fie. Andthat this reſpeRt he ſhewed, was not ſo. much 
to the perſons of the Miniſters of the Goſpel; but unto 
the faithful, and conſcientious diſcharge of their work, 
and office, that worthy ſpeech of his, which was ofc 
heard utrered by him, bears witneſs; namely , That it 
wuch pleaſed him, to bear ſuch ſearching Sermons, as ript 
wp the heart, and diſcovered ſin to the full. 

And as Ihave thus glanced at ſome commendable 
pradtices in him relating to Religion, ſo ſhould I ſpeak 
emagy/ wx each ,woral virtye that was reſplendentin 
him, I ſhould exceed che limits of the time-which is al- 
lotred co this part of the Solemnity , I-muſt remember, 
am Yet to begin my Sermon , andthac after it, another, 
at, ſome diſtance . hence is to be preached ; to ſum up 
therefore all ina very few words.  - This 


i ble el ESTATE. 
-+This truly Honourable perſon whom we now com- 
memorate, was moſt p Hy and righteous 
in all his civil tranſactions, tenderly and com- 
aſltionate towards decayed Debtors and Tenants ; 
humble , affable, and curteous towards all, and prie- 
vous tO none. | | | | 
And inthe laſt place, I muſt not forget his Charitie 
to the poor, Indeed by Will and Teftament there is 
little done, he _ urprized with the ſuddenneſs of 
his ſickneſs and. death : yet whileſt he was living he 
did ſome things very exemplary. Beſides the conſtant 
relief the poor had at his Gate, and his liberal annual 
nſion- to a poor Scholar in- the Univerſity, andto 
me others that had been in the relation of Servants to 
himſelf and Noble Father, he did ſome years before 


his death ſettle by Deed 12. pound per Annwm for ever 


upon the Almeshouſes founded by Mr. Hanly. 
'Theſethings being ſo well knowh,tiave we not 
cauſ&to- mourn over the loſs we have ſuſteined ina 
by his death ? The honowrable Widdow hath loſt a moſt 
tender Husband, the Orphan'd Children a loving and 
indulgent bather , the Servants of the Family a mild, 
prudent,gnd moſt righteous Maſter, the Tenantsa juſt, 
and* compaſſionate Land-lord, we Miniſters a- noble 
Friend and faithfull Patriot: | We efpecially , Whom God 
bath called to this place , who eame hither uponhis, 
together with ſome others of the chief of the Pariſh, 
fpecral invitation , ſet. down bere (after mutual know- 
lege obtained one. of *another) upon the publick; de- 
claration of his, and the whote Pariſhes earneſt 'defire: 
andcall of.'us ſo to do', and have chearfully and come: 
fortably, and (through grace we hope we can ſay, Yin 
ſome meaſure profitably continued: our Miniſterial 1m-. 
ployment, and been; ſuctesfu}ly carryed: through the, 
many difficulties that yſually attend endeavors after Rev, 
formation in the adminiſtration of Goſpel-Ordinances, 
through bis ( under God) ſpecial 'countenance,  encou- 
. ragemens. 


Text 


Trey MAN 
ens. and; 2Qive, goncurrente with us :- The :;feple 
195,  wonges he wer gs from God toys, and 
choice'-Servige; which this: frees and publith good Maw 
did the Gpſpel.,, hath cauſed mary rhankſpivings unto 


much heighined the deſeryed honoorable eſteem 
which we with the. whole Church of God among(tus 
had of þim , made us highly to prize, and earneſtly 
to pray for his life. and naw, we refleQting.upoa the 
greatneſs of our loſs, ſadly to: bewail his death : but 1 
muſt proceed no! farcher on this Text ,, ro come to the 


other. 


Smrely. Every man, at bis beſt eftattjs 
7 a vanity. Selah. 

TE may fitly begin our diſcourſe.upon this exe, 
Wii at gracious. Apophethegws ar. rather. di» 
vine Oracle, whierewith: Selowon.that Kingly and royal 
Preacher begun his ſacred retraRations, (10 ſome have 

his. book: of Eccleſiaſtes ) ſaying, vanity of va- 

nhties [Ulm of _——_— _ This on 
bormor of ipeech, expreſſing the Compa- 
rative- often by a- prepoſition, / and the aperlaive by 
doubling the word, which. noteth excellency and 
rar the ingeminationand redonbling of the 
wordand Phraſe; the: Preacher doth at once both 
confirm the judgement in the certainty of the 'funda- 
mental truth he layeth down,” and alſo vehemencly 
movethe afſeftions: -a good coppy for all Preachers to 
write after, namely,to ſpeak ſuch words as may beboth 
inſtraRive and aﬀective. As tothe import of this con- 
ciſe ſpeech of Solomeny, in brief it is this; Thar all 
ehings here below are moſt/ vain; or extremevanicy , 
and@that ne-rue felicity can be enjoyedinthe freeſt and 
largeſt poſſeſſion of them, In the' fourteenth verſe » 

re 


iz his beft E 8: A: 'E. 
tefls us; :that are not only:vaxir , thatis, 28 our* 
Mnxoraters: ark rr ergo nally happinefs:, buy 
which is worſe , they ate vexation of Spiry,, apt to 
bring much affliction and trouble upon the heart or him 
who is too carneſtly converſant about them: And this 
he delivers as the reſult of all thay bisſearch and enqui- 
ry-which by Wiſdome,! thatis, | by his| very:beRtokill; bs 
made into the-eauſesanteffeRs of all things; that hive 
a being andare done under the Hedven: # rhe Proxetey 
was King over 1[rarl in Jeruſalem, and [ $4ave my heart 
to ſeek,, and to ſearch out by Wiſdom, Concerning all | 
things that are done under Heaven : and 7 have ſtew all 
the "wovkes' that are done under the Sw, and behold 
all 1:' vanity and vexation of Spivie.. Eceleſ! 1, y2, 
13, 14. | | | 

Thus you have heard what Solomon ſaith , dur they 
are not his words but Davids which we are gowto in. 
ſ{iſtupon : the diflerence indeed that is between them is 
bur lierte-, what Devid faith inthe Texr, ivincluded in - 
what Solomon hath delivertd, as each parties/aviscom- 

rehended in the general, and each part and pattelin 

Ne whale Solomen tels us, that all the work; that are 
—_— under the Sun are vaniry, and David fingles 
out one of the works, but indeed the chiefeſt and top- 
moſt of 'allthe-reſt, andinflancerh in this when con- 

fidered arid 'beheld by us in the compleateſt oueward 

re natural eget: and Rirw* that 53 is 
altogether vanity . Surely every\man, in his beſÞ eftate, is 
he Text may abt be anfily tiled fallen mans Por- 
trazture , andlivelyimage and repreſemarion ; and this 
isfuch a curious and/exa@t peece of workmanthip as 
cannor be paralleld ; it far exceeds whateyer «av in the 
higheſt perfeRion, brought any jof its Scholars unto ; 
the moſt exquifireLimnersthat ever we heard or read of, 
could never give usthe draught and portraiture of the 
Mind aad Sout of man in its inward motions and ope« 
, rations ; 


n 


The parts of 
Text 


1.The fubjce&. 
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rations ; Tome have drawnthe Pictures andrepreſenta-. 
7 meys bodies to rhe life ; butthey could never ſo. 
draw any, 4s in their draughe to repreſent together 
with the outward form and Ges of their bodies , al- 
ſothe inward complexion frame and full endowments 
of their minds: But you. may'in our. Text behold mas 
rar yer ar fetly,both inſide and outſide, both 
in bis ſoul and body: Surely every man in his beſt eftate,bs 
altogether vanity.Selah. 
The wordsare an intire propoſition, containing the 
$#bzett and Preadicate. h 
The Subjef that is Mar,CON Adam, this though 
it was the proper name of the firſt man, yet it is frequent- 
ly uſed appellatively, | In this /«bjet&# here is firſtthe 
note of univerſality. | Every every man , none excep- 
ted, ſecondly the qualificatuon of this Sabje& here 
ſpoken of, ( viz) when he is beſt conſtitured , when 
in_ his prime , when in ' his greateſt beauty and. 


*IP2 bravery , Every man in his beſt Eſtate, ., The word 


IL) from 
JI 


tranſlated here * be eſtate , the Septoagint. renders 
it , (#» vivens, living, ſo alſo the Echiopick, and Ara« 
bik verſion, and indeed natural life, is one of the 
choyceſt, richeſt, and moſt pretious Jewel, in all na- 
tures treaſury and cabinet, - Skzn for 5ksn, and all that 4 
man hath , will he give for his life, Job 2.4: and ſaith 
Solomon, a living dog is bettey than a dead Lion, Eccleſ. 
9. 4. Weread of a woman in the Goſpel, how that ſhe 
ſpent all ſhe had on the Phyſicians, and what was it for? 
only to have her health reſtored , which is a degree be- 
low life RE this tranſlatiagpfthe word, doth 
expreſs ſomewhat at is ay choyce, - yer; this of Life 
is implyed; and all: che comforts, conveniences, and ac- 
comodations,yea,perfeRions of life natural, are carried 
in the Hebrew word : the word properly ſignifies S:4vs, 
it commeth from the Hebrew. root which ſignifieth 
+ Stetit ,, anditis rendered by ſundry conftitutws, as Piſ- 
cater, T remelixs, and others: T remelins renders ” 
wor 


in If ft E $ '# ' Who 
words thus, bot cw omnimode _—_ omni; boyo, 
Hant wmv 1s conflitutus maxime : $ every man is all 
mona of vanity, albeit he be never fo well ſetled, and 
conſtituted. 

The ſecond thing obſervable is the Predicare, or that . 
which is ſpoken, and affirmed of this Swbje# : and that The Predi- 
is, that he is vanity, yea, altogether vanity,and that ſave. cate. 
ly ; all this belongs to the Predicare. 

He is vanity. The Hebrew word here uſed, was the 

roper name of the ſecond Son born to Adam, whom Han 

'th Brother Ka killed : andthe name, or word, pre- 

perly ſignifies as tranſlated here in the Text, namely 

vanity ;, weh Pagzin deicribes,to be a moſt vain,or light 

thing, ſuch as 15'a bubble on the water, or the breath Reseft qve non 
of a mans month: The $yriack verfion, render the ff 11dpis, aut 

words thus ; quontam omnes homines ut Vapor conſiſt unt "bed 
the conſiſtency of all men, is no better than that of a«zx « my Ag 
vapor : which Sac 7ames ſaith, appearerh for a little Pagaiu. 
while, and then vaniſheth away, Cap.4. 14. 

He is alrogether vanity, Kol Hebel Kol Adam; mui bang 
ver{a vanitas omnis homo; all men are all vanity, foitiseI xo 
word for word': the Sept»agint render it, w odpmana ue- 
xibryg, quod ommavanitas; the verſion of the Arabick 
thus, quicquid pertinet ad hominem viventem eft var 
wor ; whatloever belongeth unto living man, is yanity, 

Bithner he' expounds it-thus, Every wan 1s altbge- 
ther vanity. Hoe efÞ,omm ex parte, a ut vannas of mi- 
ſeria aue per alias creaturas fruſt atim ſpargitnr, in ano 
homine ag gregata videarar : ſicq), homo evadit compendr 
un omuram Pavitatem que. 1m creuturs extant, Ov. NL 
* thats; he is the frrick' and cemter of alt rhe vaniriesin auf ray 
te world; he is as it were the ® aniverſe of von mnttion.cor- 
raptiont; Cum animatin, elterutioni, mertiy Cum! ſexſibilibuls;, leritize, merori; Cum 
OY inconflhatre Vier id locum. * Uni- 
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Surely every man in his beſt eſtate, is altogether ya- 
nity ; ( /arely) iris asif he had ſaid, this is moſt true, 
moſt certain, none need to queition it. 
And as the word ſurely _ 1 the Text, ſo the note 
(Selah) concludes it ; whichif in any place it be more 
than a bare Muſical Note, and pointeth at ſome extra- 
ordinary. matter, calling for more than ordinary atten- 
tion, it may be looked upon as ſo uſed here, The mat- 
ter whereunto it is affixed, being of ſuch unqueſtionable 
certainty, of ſuch great importance, and there be ſuch 
a natural unaptnels in every of us, to give Credit to, or 
take notice of it ; ſo that we had need to be calledup- 
on to attend — toit. 
Thus we have for brevity ſake, given you both the 
arts of the Text, and ſenſe of thHyerms to ether, you 
ee that every wordin the Text hath its weight, the Text 
may be thus paraphraſed. 

Faraphraſed.. Man, whois the glory of the Creation, Gods maſter- 
piece , and not only this , or the other man, but every 
mas; and ntotevery man , at ſometime, in ſome con» 
ditions, not man, when dead, or if hving, yet in 
an afflicted eſtate , or the like , but every man 
whil'{ living, yea, when he is in the height, perfeRi- 
on, and accompliſhment of all Creature-comforts, 

Mr.Goſe in 1; When ſtanding on his tproes , whenin his beſt beaucy, 

S—— and bravery ; what is he then? not ( faithone) only a 

1 Corin,1.29, Mixt creature, a compound of folly and wiſdom, weak- 
neſs and ſtrength, light and darkneſs, fleſh and ſpi- 
rit, beauty ins deformity , ſubſtance: and vanity 
But he is a/rogether vanity, the very ſink, and center 
of all the vanities in the world. If man be a compound 
creature, it is of all the vayities under Heaven, and to- 

- this the Holy Ghoſt ſets a double Seal, one at the begin- 
ning of the ſentence, and another at the end. 
wrely letsitin, and Se/4h ſhuts it up. It is a truth of 
fuch illimited, andimmutable certainty, that it can nei- 
ther be mer, nor overtaken with any objeRion, Swr - 
1 


, 


7 every wan, in his beſt eſtate, is altogether vanity: 
'Selah. 
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I proceed now to the DoQtrinal concluſions, which 
we may gather from the words, and we might parcel 
out the Text into three or four concluſions , as firſt. - 

1. That man is 4 "_y vain thing, yea, vanity it ſelf. 

2. Not only this, or the other man is ſo, but every man. us 

3. Every man in his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity. | 
| 4 How difficwltly ſo ever any are brought to believe thus, of 

yet it is a very great truth, and that Which is a- | | bp 


bove all objefiion. \ | 

But all theſe are moſt pithily, & conciſely ſuram'd up q] 
by the Prophet in the words of the Text, whichwe ©; 
ſhall not vary from : ſo that the point of Dolrive we NY 


ſhall inſiſt upon, you may take it in the very words of s: 

the Pſalmiſt,. i) 
Surely every man in bis beſt eſtate is altogether vanity. Dott. 
For the proof of this you may conſult. theſe Scrip> Proef. 

tures, P/alm 144.3, 4. Lord what is manghat thou ta- 

keft knowledge of him, &c ? and why dof David thus 

reaſon ? inthe pext words hetels us, man 5s like to va- 

nity, his dayes are as a ſbadow that paſſeth away. Manis 

like to vanity, in the Hebrew itis Adam is like to &bel, 71m DN 

now Abel, as I told you before, ſignifies vaniry,anditis NO?) 

ſometimes put to expreſs an 1do/, as Ferem. 2. 5. Thus 

ſaith the Lord, What tniquity bave your Fathers in 

me, that they are goxe far from me, and have walked after 

an'*t Idol ? Now the Apoſile tells us, that ar Idol is »o-Yomn * 

thing in the world , Itis the vaineſt thing ip the world,  Corin.8.4. 

or the w_ vanity : man is become even as one of 

theſe, he in his beſt eſtateis but a repreſentation of a 


thing which is not ſo that upon the point, it.is as much 
aSit David had ſaid, Man is nothing. 

Another Scripture we have in P/alm 62. 9. \Swrely 
men of low degree are vanity , and men of bigh degrit are 
alye, tobe lard in the ball ance they are altagether lighter 
than vaxity ; here we read, that what ever degree men 
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are of, they areno better than vanity ; nay, thoſe that 
are of the highſt degree, char is, are higheſt in riches, 
honour, or the like , theſe will the teaſt anſwer 
our expe@ations, and fulfill our hopes; nay, they will 
prove a lye to us, they will deceive us. Hence David 
thus exhorteth : Pt wot your truſt in Princes, nor in the 
Sow of Mar, tn whom there is no belp, his breath goeth 
forth, bereturneth to bis earth , in that very day his 
thewgbts periſh, Plalm 146. 3, 4. There are many as So- 
lomos ſaith, who ſeek the Princes fayour, and oh if they 


- Can butobtain it, they think they are wade perſons : vut 


what are Princes? are they any other than Sons of men? 
and being Sons of men, what help is there inthem? be- 
caule their breath goeth forth, and they urn again to 
their earch , and their rhoughts "_ their 
thoughts, ad alios benefaciendos, as Aben- Exra expoun- 
deth it , of doing thee and others good, theſe &all to 
the ground. To what hath been faid , we may add, 
that Godin Seripture, doth not only. ſpeak of ſingle 
perſons, that they are vanity, but alſo of Natiens, and 
got only of chis, or the other Nation , but of a{ Nati- 
@ns: take all mankind ina cluſter, or as bundled up to- 
her; and not only is this, or that man, this, or that 
tion, but all men, and a/{ Nations, before him, are a 
nothin fend are counted to bim eſſe than nothing and va- 
"uy, aith the Prophet 1/ateh, Cap. 40. 17. 
aving thus given you the Proof of the Dotftrine,l ſhall. 
j theſe few particulars , -namely, ſhew 
you firſt, when it is that rhan may be ſaid to be in his beſ& . 
eltate; or what his beſt eſtate of man is : Secondly, that 
in this eſtate he is vanity, how, or in what regards he is 
fo : Thirdly, why, or whence he is ſo , and ſo.make ap- 
plication. 

To the firſt, namely, what is meant bere by mans beſt 
eſtate: you may take the anſver to-this firſt Negatively,. 
then Afirmartively. oo 
Negatively,by Man beft Eftate, as iis here y”_ 

9: 


of, is not meant that eſtate of TInnocency, integrity, and 
ection, wherein God at the firſt Created man, that 


indeed was a _ ood, and excellent eſtate : Firſt, it "K | 3 "10 

was an eſtate of perfe> holineſs, he being made in Gods BY mavs beſt in 
"ot 
| 


eſiaxe here in 


Image, and after Gods likeneſs, Ge. 5.27. Secondly, | 
it wasan eſtate of perfect wiſdom, and underſtanding, mans eftate in 1/120 
of which Adam gave Proof, by giving names to all innocency. W'\ 
Cattel, to Fowls of the Air, and to the Bealts of the 

Field, ſuitable, and appolite to their nature, Gew. 2.20. 

Thirdly, it was an eſtate of great honour, and dignity: 

Devid brings himin with a Crown upon his head, and 

that Crown is a Crown of glory, and honour , thou ha 

Crowned him with glory, and honour , Pſalm.8.5. His 

place was little lower than the Angels, but far above all 

other Creatures. 

Fourthly, it was an eſtate of great dominion and au- 
thority, man being made the Soveraign Lord of the 
whole Creation, Gem, 1. 26. Pſal. 8.6, 7,8. 

p —_ inftance in ſundry other particulars, as Hark 

1. The exquiſite beauty , and perfeRion of his out- | +0 gn b 
ward man, it bad —_—_ one obſerves) of blemiſh, x.c{e\. 1.29. 
or bluſhing, but was cloathed with all requiſite beauties, | Y 
and abilities, that might render him lovely, and com- 
mend him to every eye. 

2. The goa and vaſtneſs of his poſſeſſions, we 
need not, faich the ſame Authour, ſtand toenlarge up- 
on one parcel of his 4;{-e as, namely, that which th 
call Paradice , (ith the whole both of Sea and Lad 
__ all tbe Creatures in both were his poſſeſſion, his Pa- 
radice. 

In brief, mans firſteſtate, was a ſtate of perfeR, and 
compleat happineſs, there being nothing within him, 
but what was delizable, nothing wichour him, but what 
was amiable, and nothing about him , but what was fer- 
viceable, and comfortable ;, When therefore it is ſaid, 
that Szrely every man in his beſt eftate is altogethy va- 
nity, by beſt eſtate in the Text, is not meant mans ie 
y 
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The wanity of MAN- 
of Innocexcy; had man perſiſted in that, he ſhould not 
have known what vanity meant; Adam in thateſtate; 
had in himſelf a power of perpetuating his eſtate in Fee- 
ſimple, upon himſelf and his for ever. 
Secondly, by mans beſt eſtate, 1s not meant his eſtate 


2. 
Not his eſtate of Regeneracy : this is a moſt excellent eſtate, ard far 
of Regencracy better than that which is intended in the Text. This e- 


Colof, 2.10, 


Rom.8.19. 


Heb. 9-27. 


fate of regenerary, is a ſpiritual eſtate, conſiſting in 
ſpiritual graces, and privileges. It isa free eſtate, freed 
" all torfeirures, and endowed with choyce immuni- 
ties. It is a full eſtate, we are compeeat in Chriſt. Itisa 
firm eſtate, all iseverlaſting, unmoveable, unfading, we 
are all Heirs, and joynt Heirs with Chriſt, if the eſtate 
ſtand good to him, it will to us. | 
Man in this eſtate , is not altogether vanity. Indeed 
this eſtate doth not exempt and privilege from mani- 
fold miſeries, and afflitions, thart abide us in this life, 
nor doth it exempt from death: for itis appointed unto 
all men once to dye , the good as well the bad,the rege- 
nerate, as well as the unregenerate : notwithſtanding 
man in this eſtate, is not a/together vanity. Indeedthe 
regenerate mans outward comforts, ſuch as are his 
friends, eſtate, honour, yea, his perſon, as it is ſubjet 
to death, may be ſaid to be vanity: but his ſpiritual eſtate, 
this you have heard, is firm,everlaſting, and that fadeth 
not away ; whereas one that is no more but a man, but 


. a meer child of the firſt Adam, both he and his beſt eftate 


a 
Not his eſtate 
of Glory. 
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be it whatſoever it may be, is altogether varity. 
Thirdly, by mans belt eſtate, as 1s not meant his eſtate 
of Innocency , nor his eſtate of Fo py : ſo much 


leſs his eſtate of Glory ; this is the beſt eſtate of all. This, 


is berter than the eſtate of Regenerary , becauſe though 
in that be the :r«rh of grace, yer there is not in it the 
perfettion of grace : yea better than Adams eſtate of In- 
mocency ; becauſe though 'in that he had perfetion of 
holineſs, yer it was loſeable , he being (as you know) 


endowed with freedom of will, either to ſtand,or to fall, 
and 
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and wetoo too well know, that he did fall; but as to this | 
eſtate of Gloyy, the holineſs, and bappineſs of it, is We 
l 
| 
| 


both perfe& and perpetual, it is ſure and cannor fail, 
hence it is called ax 1nheritance incorruptible, and wndc- x Per, 1.4. 
filed, and that fadith not away. Man when exalred to this 
eitate, ſhall be fully freed trom all manner of vaxiry , 1; 
and we may alter the words and ſay. Surcly every man vo 
in this his beſt eſtate, is altogether ſelicity, or altogether [ 
Glory. \ © 
T "a we have heard, whatis not meant by mans beſt .. l} 
eſtate, asſpecifiedin the Text , Now for the Afirma- Afﬀeirmatiyely. '1 | 
tive, 
By mans beſt eftate, is chiefly, and principally under- yang beſt [s; 
Rood his moſt flouriſhing, and proſperous eſtate, as to eſtace three» 6 
this world ; Now this is threefold. Firſt, there is mans fold. "*. 
nataral eltate. Secondly, his moral eſtate. Thirdly, his 
civil eſtate, 
Firſt then every man in his beſt eſtate 35 altogether va- . 

wity, that is , in his beſt »atwral eſtate : by this, I do not yan; beſt ng- 
underſtand that eſtate of ſin, wherein every man is born, tural eflace is 
thus indeed divines frequently ,and not improperly, uſe vanity, 
this phraſe of mans nataral efate : but underſtand man 
ſimply conſidered, as he is natures work-man-ſhip, as 
mature hath endowed, and inriched him with her gifts, 
and that either in reference to body or mind : theſe gifts 
and endowments of natare in reference to body, are 
healch, ſtrength, beauty, and the like: the gifts and en- 
dowments of the mind, are ſtrength of memory, quick» 
neſs of apprehenſion, good utterance, and all of the 
like nature,which go under the Notion of a mans natu- 
ral parts, Now man, yea, every man iu his bf natural 
go is altogether vamty : that 1s, man, eventhen when 

e is moſt ſtrong, moſt healthful, moſt beautiful, which 
.uſuallyin youth, or complcat manhood, then 1s a per- 
ſonin the flowr, and Prime of his life and dayes , even 
now « he not altogether vanity ? Solomon tells us, that Ecclef. 11.10: 


Child-hogd, and youth, are vanity ;, there is a double va- 
nity 
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nity incheſe,' both the vanity of fin, azid alſo-the vane 


Job-21-23,29.ty of narure. But more expreſly to this, isthat of Fob; 


one dieth in his full frenoth,being wholly at eaſe and quiet, 
bis Breaſts are full of Milk, and his Bones are mosftened 
with marrow. One dieth tn his full ſtrength, he dieth not 
only ſtrong, but 5» robore PG moritur robuſt us , 
So the valgar tranſlation rendereth it , the ſtrong man, 
dyeth inthe ſtrength of his perfeRtion : when his Breaſts 
are full of Milk, and his bones moiFtened with marrow : 
?ob here deſcriberh the exacteſt ſtate of nature, yet vow 
man dieth , 4cath eafily knocks down this ftrong man : 
death as M.Carl well glofſeth upon the place,doth nor 
ſtay to take men at an advantage', when they are wea- 
kened with ape and fickneſs, as Simeronand Levidid the 
Shechemites, come upon them, when they were ſore, 
Deathcan do its work eaſily, and as ſpeedily in health, 
as it can in ſickneſs, in ſtrength, as well asin weakneſs; 
when we handle the ſword, as well as when we lean u 
on a ſtaff, inthe = and'Summer, as well asin the 
Fall and Winter of our lives. 

Secondly, as man is vaniry in his beſt natural eftate, 


Mans beſt imo» (, a1{9 in his beſt moral eftate:; that is, take him when 


his natural partsare brought tothe greateſt height that 
Art and 77 pnkies can bring them unto : when he is' 
wiſeſt , learnedeſt, when his heart hath had the prear-" 
teſt experience of Wiſdome and Knowledege as Solomon: 
Phraſethir. Jr he not then evemaltogethey vanity? Ts ei ; 
not equally obnoxious to the troak of Death? how dyerb® 
the Wiſe man as the Fodl ? Ecclef. 2. 16. Asthe ffron- 
geſt man cannot ref? Death, ſo the wiſeſt man cannot 
evade Death : Þ' © with one black Theta, ſoonres- 
futerh all our Witdome, and'putterh at once'a periog 
co our reading, and'to ournatural being. How: good: 
therefore is that counſel which- the Prophet Feremiah- 
giveth. Zr not thr wiſe mav' glory in his wiſdome, wei- 
ther Its. the mighty man glory in his might ; Letnor the 
rich man glory In bis rechts-: but ler hom tharegloreth 
glory 
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gory in this, that he. unttrftanderh © and; knowerh the 
Lord. | | | 
Thirdly , man, vea every man ir vamiie in his beſt 
.Civil Eftate. By this1 underſtand man whenhe hath wasrln civil 
attainedro-great riches,togreat honour, to great pow- Eſtare is v:ni- 
er and authority in the world: Firſt the rich, yea thery- 
richeft-man is altogether vanity. How wain are riches ' The richeſl 
themſelves, and all which they ,, when enjoyed in'the 239 15 niey 
greateſt plenty and abundance imaginable, dot furniſh 
and accommodate us with? you may: read wbar Judge- 
ment So/omon after bis large experience paſlerh here-' 
upon. * 1 gat me Strvants and Maidens, and hadE< 2. 7. 
Servants boyn 'm honſe, alſo E had grear® _ 
poſſeſſions of great and ſmall Cattel, above all that weye 
in ferwſalem before me: I gathered me alſo filvey and 
gbld, and the Peculiar treaſure of Kings and of the Pro- 
viunes.: '1 gate me mon-Singers and women-Singers, & 0. 
then lookgd.on all the works that my hands bad wronght, 
aralnn the labour that I had laboured to do, and behold all: 
was Denity, 0c... 
And' as-riches themſelves are vain,for Solomon elſes 
where. ſaith: hey have wings: and: fly away: Soarethe 
paſſefſors: of them : As. the-richs man. cannot by; the'proy, ,,,5, 
mult#tde:of Ins riches by any means redeem thedite of. 
his friend and brother from &rarb; ſoas rhat he thould: 
ftill'livefor.ever, and not:fee:corruptuon, asthe P/al. 
wt ſpeaketh, Pal. 49. 6, 7,9 So: cannot: he keep off 
Death from knockingat his own\Door,: yea ftrom-ma+« 
king) a: forcible nw. -upon-him\i, azyout may read 
Deana. AO: F 0 fig 6 00 
Secondly as the rich:ſt man, - Homnrableſh *: 196 Ho- 
perſon isalfo altogether vanity # yeaTndeeduho! higher (ig nity, 
any perſon is-in honour, be i#bur vanity in 4/greacer' . 
degree. Arn of low degree art vanity, and mewof tigh 
degree ave a lis, to be lavainvhbuallaute they ave altoge- 
ther loghter than vanity,Pſat 62. g6 andin,Pſab." 49.12. 
F D 


man 


———.——— ee ER. ER ES 


OCERES Wi "a IIA oe MES o, 6 I 


_ ns 0 Ae IEA IAA EO Het I A———— 


CE ER OY 
F man being in hinoxr abideth not, he is like the beaft rhas 

perith », he 53 is J _ 
Thirdiv-man when arrivedat, and inveited with, rhe 


g. Min when gre:te!t power andauthority;even im this bus eſtate heis . 


advancedt9 altogecher vanicy : atfa Prince , his breaths buc in bis 
the higheſt 16ttrils, and he is equallyir not more tabje& co Death 
power and + n the mearcit. Pea\unut. The mortal S 7:be( tak one) 
aurhority is -, rh | yg 1'; rage & 
vanity. is Maſter »f the roy, | Septer, an1 it moweth down th: 
Mr. Trap, Lillics of the Crown, as well as the graſs of the Field. 

At one end of the Libcrary at Dublin was a Globe, at 

the other a Skeleton :. to ſhew ( ſaith my Author) thar 


if a man. were the 'Lordof the whole world, yet he 


mult dy, his honouc and greatneſs mult be laid in the, 


duit. 

1 hus we have ſhewed you what thar beſt eſtate of 
nian is here ſpoken of inthe Text. Itis notunderitood 
of mars eitate in [nnocency ; not of his eitate in Re= 


generacy; much lels of his eltare in Glory : But, of mans - 
moſt flouriſhing and proſperous | eitate in the World,;. 


namely of his beſt »ataral, moral, and civil eftate.” 


Thus fzith the Prophet 1/aiah Cap. 40. 6. All fleſh is 
graſs , and all the goodlineſs th. reof as the flower in the 
field. Hebrew Chasdo, the Piety, Excellency,and Emi- 
_ ne;cy of: ir, that 15, all humane and created Excellency 

in jis beſt beauty and bravery is vaniſhing. 
How manin - Ibeſe are altogether vanity ; firlt comparatively , 
his beſt ettare namely, when put into the Ballance with God. Behold 
is alrogerher the Nations are 4 drop of the Buckst, an4 are counted as 
409 +40 ira. [Pe ſmall duſt of the Ballance : all Nations beſcre hins 
tively, PI” are as nothing, they are counted to him leſs than nothing 

2.1n regard and vanity ia, 40. 15 » 17% 

of inconftaney Secondly'man in bis beſt eſtate is alrogether vanity, in 
and inſtab.li- that he hath no permanency or ftabilitie, but is continu- 
oh ally ſubject ro change and alteration. That which ſecs 
the g/ory of God higheſt in oppoſition to the vanity of 


the creature is, that ,with him. there ts no wariableniſe,' 


nr 


ner ſredow of turning; James's: . 17. now-'in: oppoſition 
to this work of biokeſt perfetion' in God, hech-the 


he cometh forth as a flower and is cutdown , he fleeth alſy 
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loweſt point of the creatures vanry, namely , that in 

them is nothing but rxrning.. T he faſhion of this World | C6t.1. 31. 
Po ſſeth away ſaith Paul it is ever paſling, never ilandeii | i 31 
At a itay ;* thus is man even when 1n his beſt eftare : man 
that is bis of 'a woman is of few dayes ana full of trouble, 
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as a ſhadow,and continneth not : ] might multiply many Job 14. 1,2- 


other particulars, but) tak ir, thar theſe two are here 
principally meant and intended by - vanrie, of theſe 
the Propher had been immediately before ſpeaking, in | 
the fourth and former part of the fitth verſe of the [4] 
Pſalm. : x + 
Thelalt thing we haveto dv ere we come ot the Ap- = i 
plication,ts to ſhew you whence it is that man is ſuch a whence iris. 
vain creature,and this I ſhall diſpatch in a wasd. The /4-that man is | 
poſtle retls'vs that tt is fin that hath ſubjected the crea- pwn nou "8 
rure'to vanity, Row. B. 20. and ſaith the Preacher , | 77 oaatne |: 4 
this have I fownd, that God created mah upright, but 
they have ſought many inventions, Feclef. 7. 29. The na- '" 
ture of mar! arthe firit creation, before the lump was ly 
ſowred with the leaven of ſin, was full of glory and | 
prace : Butalas man now, yeaevery man being become 
altogether 'nfxlt, he thereby is made ro be altogether 
anit7.' We fhall cloſe with this, "Man when he was 
in/ the glory of his [nncceney ſubjected himſelfro ſn 
and iniquitie , and theretore God hath now molt righ- 
reouſly tubjected all his glory to vanity. 
'' 'Fhe brief »ſe we'ſhall:make of the Text and Doflrine : 
follows. | gag | '(F 
1s man,' yea every man in his'beſt eſtare altogether + Inliruti Wy 
vanity ? Then in the firſt place let us lexrn hence noe i 
to put our truſt or place our confidence in man, no not | 
in any-of the-children of men, be their ourwward ejtace Ml 
never ſo flouriſhingandptoſperous inthe wortd, for {\f 
D 2 ſurely 
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App'ication. 
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yrelg twery, man. in his beſt. eſt ate is altogether Vanitie- 
wer bo means ry A m_ woarlg take io wind 
and jnlinwace chemſclves into the tayour of luch whom 
we call great anes ? namely,ſuch who are great in riches, 
high in honour, ang eminent in power and authority? 
and when they have obtgined this , they thank they 
have enough ,..and to.cgnpats this, how will they 
fawn and | arter,complye with and conform themſelves 
unto the {infull waies and extravagancics of great men ? 
But conſider ſeriouſly with your ſelves what David ſaich 
here inthe Text , and then tell me, whether rhe favour 
of any man, be he never ſo great in the world,be tans, 
of ſo great worth, as ihat eucher to get or keep it, thoy 
ſhouldit by any wiltul fin, 1ncur Gods diſpleaſure? Is it 
any better xh4n himſelt, and is not he even altogether 
vanity ? yea, arenot men ot high degree a Lie ? Ceaſe 
therefore from man, whoſe breath is in bus Noſtrils, for 
wherem is he to be 4ccounted of * Iſa. 2.42. molt appo- 
ſite to this, js chat of the, ?/alz:iſt; which we have cited 
once already, Put not your truſt in Princes, nor in the Sox 
of may, in whom is no help, hys breath goeth forth, be re- 
turneth ta his earth, in that very day his thoughts pe- 


KY 


rtfh. 
2, Reproof. Secondly, Lex this ſerve to: givea check to all cover 


rous, or ambrious defires, whereunto $4tan may either 
tempt us, or our own evill hearts incling us. Me-thinks 
this may be a notable Argument to'take our hearts off 
fromthe world: ask thy telt, what is ic © my foul, thas 
thou art ſo eager in purſue after ?. Is it. riches, or ho- 
nours in; the World? admit ghou gaineſt them , what 
will thy eſtate be bettered? thou art now but a vain mn, 
and would'lt thou be vainer yer? .;I he- man oi, Jow de- 
gree is vanity, buthe that is of high degree, is a he ; 

is rhe Scripture ſpeaks expreſſely, norwithlianding all 
that is ſpoken of the vanity of all creatyrg-enjoynents, 
and of mans eſtate, when poſſeſſed with them, yecihere 


Is 


Ahirbeh ESTATE. 
is ſo auch Sophiſtry, anddeceivableneks in the creature, 
that men are aptto think, that there is no greater feli- 
city, than to be rich, great, & honourable in the world: 
hence they indulge covetous, and ambitious deſires in 
their bearcs, bur co theſe, let me ſpeak in the words of 
Datia, Pſal. 4.2. O ye Sons of men, how long will ye 
{ve vanity, and {eek after lealing? andinche wordsof 


Sel:mon, Prov.23.5. wilt thou ſet thine eyes, or asitisin - 


the Hebrew , wilt thog C euſe thine eyes to fly upon that 
which ts wot ? an Eagle will not catch flies, much leſs will 
ſhe make a flight at nothing, when no game is ſprung, 
and wilt thou make a flight with thy bearc, (for the eye 
which Solomon chicfly intends,'tis the eye of the foul } 
when nothing ſprings before thee, but that which is 


note : 
Thirdly, let this Text and Doctrine be improved, as 
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an Antidote again{t ſecurity : Let none put far fromus Coonſel and 


the evill ay. Firlt, ler me ſpeak to you that are young Exhorration. 


men, who are in your be natural eſtate, inthe flewre 
of your age, and full of your —_—_— in the prime,and 
pride of nature, your breaſts are full of Milk, and your 
ones moyſtcacd with marrow, Oh yet know, that 
even man, yea, every man in his beſt natal Pre tr al- 
together vanity ; you have heard what ob ſaith, that ove 
aicthin his full frrength, being wholly ut eaſe andl quiet. 
Conlider alto, and jmprove-your daily experience : ma- 
ny as likely to live as thon, are gone down into the 


grave; Death (asis well obſerved by one) doit not ob- ,,,1op Job. 


* lervethe Laws of nature; but the arporntment of Ged. 
| The Law of wature doth indeed fer death at the prex- 
 teſtdiſtance, from thoſechar are youns , ftrong , and: 
= healthfal, andfaich ro dearh;; go tothe wrinkled face, 

dry bones, dry breaſts, medle not with this yewng man, 
| touch not this far, and beantiful womny, he or the, ts 
| nawmnthe prime of rheir crime and dayes, $0 to yonder 
| oldman)}po to that whithered woman, let theſe alone : 
Oh 
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Oh hut dcath will not receive theſe commands , teat? 
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will not obſerve the Laws of watyre, but ther.appointy 
went of him, who is the Zord of nature 3. It isappoiny 
ted for all men once to dye : and as God hath appoin: 
ted all to dye, fo he appornts the ſcaſens of death, and 
the ſe-{ons he appoints. are as vartuus as the Kinds, oC- 
ca{ions, and wayes of death are, and theretore death 
knocks as often act the young mans door, as at the Coor 
of che old man. | 

Learn therefore to prepare for death, thovs)! you 
have na appearance of aeath upon you, in tome we 
may ſee many Images, and repreſentations of death, dim 
eyes, palſie hands, trembling knees, ſtooping backs, in 
others we can ſee no ſign of death , nothing that looks 
like death, but their countenances are freſh, their 
ſtrength clear,their conſtitutions healthful ,and the like, 
yet let ſuch remember the words of our Text, that 

Surely every man in his beft eſtate is altogether vanity. 
| Secondly, let me ſpeak to you, who are rich, honou- 
rable,and great men in the world, do you alfo frequent- 
ly meditate upon this portion of Scripture , namely, 
that man, yea, every man in his beſt eſtate , is altogether 
vanity. It isrequilite thus to exhorc you, - becauſe in 
this point, the world 1s full of ſuch fools . as we: read of 
in the Goſpel of , Luke, Cap. 12.19. who from the great- 
neſs of his wealth, concludedthe lengch of his life, fay- 
ing,T hou haſt $104: laid up for manyyears take thize eaſe, 
eat, drink,, and be merry, and ſaith the P/almiſt, ſpeak- 
ing of rich; men, Their inward thought is that their 
houſes ſhall endure for ever, and their dwelling places to 
all generations ,, nevertheleſs man being in honour abiderh 
nat, he is likg the beaſt that periſheth, this their way is 
their folly, Plal. 49.11, 12, 13. David himfelf was 0= 
yertaken with this folly, when being ia. proſpericy, he 
ſaid I ball never be moved,Plal.30.6, Alas can as ea- 
Gly levell your onntains, as the poor mans Melr-hil. 
: How 


j 


How knowelt thou but that God may fayto thee as to 

thee rich manin the Goſpel, Thou fool this nighe thy Þuke 12.20. 
Soul ſhall be required otthee Albeic you are rich, great, 

a1d honorable, yer you are but men, and know it that 

man,yea every man in hi; be$t eftate'is altogether vanity, 
vec( as a learned divine of our Nation hath well obler- 
ved) there is fo nh leed of pride in the heart of man, 
and {o mrch heat(as we may fo ſpeak)and vigour inche 
creature tO quicken it,as that men are apt tO.Deifie they 
ſelves, in the reflexion of their own greatnels, I might 
give you ſundry inſtances of this, both out of ſicred and 
profane Hiſtory. As that of the Babyloniſh Monarchs 
recarded Iſai. 14. 14. and 47. 7,8. and of the Prince 
of Tyrus recorded Ezck. 28. 2. And lhave readof 
Alexander the great, that he perilwaded himlelf, that he 
was the Son of Fupiter Hammon , And Sapores, King Rex Reguns 
of Perſia wrote himſelf King of Kings, Brother to the frater ſolis (g 


SA ant Mfron, and Partner to the Starrs : elrfamdry- nee, particeps 
, : .Þ hs yderum,nec 

Oo. (3 16 c UL - 
hers of this nature ins of nes 


But however you may fancy your ſelves, know it that gg, 
were you Princes, yet you are but Sons of men, andye 
ſhaſl dye like men. Let me cloſe this with that excel- 
lent admonition »f Scaliger to Cardan , his words are Exerc.148. 
theſe, I would ever haye.thee — thou, and 
[, and others are but- fſa@ny-ahd f thon knowelt what 
man is, thon wilt eaſily underſtand thy felt to be no- 
thing : for my own part, I am wont to ſay, we are not 
{> much as men, but * pieces of men, of all which put, : 
together ſomething may be made, nor great, but of each, - _ 
ot them ſundred, * almoſt leſs than nothing. * Pane aiens 
Laſtly, to cloſe all, is every man in his beſt eſtate alto= quam nibil, 
gethry vanity ? then look out afcer a herter eſtate than 
this which David calls many beſt eftare. This ts buta- 
natural eftate : look thou aiter a ſpiritual eitate : 
this but a wirldly eſtate, look thou after an he4- 
vealy eftate ; this but that which recommends you 
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be vaty of MAN ee. 
comer, but 100k thou aker that whickfay- recom- 
mend you to God: 'look out after an eſtate of favonr 


with Godthrough Faith m Chri Feſgs : this (my be- 
loved) is not vanity, bur ſolid ſubſtance”: by thus doing, 
| you ſhall have riches, and honour, yea, durable riches, 
Prov.$.18,19, and righteouſneſs: My' fruit ſaith wiſdom, is better than 
20, 21», 


Gold, yea, than fine Gold; and ary revenue than choyce 


. Silver : Tleadin the way of righteouſneſs, inthe midft 


of thepaths of Judgement, that} may cauſe thoſe thar 
loveme to'tmherit ſubſtance , and: I will $11 their trea- 
ſures 
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